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It became very clear to me that Structure is, is the relations among the elements and that elements
related are meaningful. Which is to say that abstract structures can be meaningful. And for most artists
without such an intellectual background, in those days they were very dubious about making
abstractions just for fear that they really didn’t mean anything. But | knew, metaphysically that by
nature they meant something, so that | never had the inhibition about it. It was a moral crisis to move
from figure drawing and all the things that one had started, into abstraction. But | took to it like a duck
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“l ultimately did get analyzed. Which | think saved my life, saved my sanity. You know, most of my
generation are dead through self destruction directly or indirectly. And | had many of the same
characteristics. | was just as wild, just as drunken, just as alienated, just as everything. You know, this
is something | normally don’t talk about, but | have a feeling that if Rothko or David Smith or some
others had been properly analyzed they would not be dead now
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ROBERT MOTHERWELL: | think the second is true. You sée, |

think most people are held together by necessity, by daily

routine. And if you're self-employed, so to speak, there's not
ththxterncl routine discipline, et cetera, of having to relate
to your co-workers, et cetera. And so if one has the same

degree of neurosis as somebody who has a nine-to-five job
but is self-employed it's apt to become much more visible,
much more something to be contended with, plus t
that in the end the only thing that really does an a

good is an expression against very high standards
standards of permanence really. And that in itself is such a
beastly problem that only very few people in a generation
are able to contend with

it. So that even if one were
perfectly, quote, unquote,

normal, one is still dealing with q
kind of problem that brings hundreds of thousands of people
eVery year to their knees, and one has that as a lifelong
Preoccupation: to make o statement that is so true, so exact,
so exactly a reflection of

both one's self and the world that
its authenticity is indisputable. That's o problem:.
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